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Introduction: The 5 and 15 ton hook for the 120” dome crane had been modified many years ago to 
fit the spreader-bar used for doing focus changes on the telescope. This modification rendered the 
safety latch on the hook inoperative thus the concern that we were in violation of the OSHA rules. 
The investigation and request for an OSHA waver are documented in the following pages. A waver 
was denied but also not needed as long as the hook was not modified beyond the limits and using the 
procedures specified by the manufacturer. We are in compliance with the manufacturer and must 
follow the rules listed in the final letter on page 8 issued by ‘WPH a division of P&H Material 
Handling’ 
 
 

 
 

The Modified Hook 
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Mike Owens Notes on the Hook 

 


